
Behind The Scenes 

Constructing the Maintenance Pit  
 

In the line leading to the Goods Shed Paul McDonald and his son, Russ, have built a maintenance pit, with a 

little help from  their friends.  Paul retired from the Operations Manager post some time ago and now runs a 

building construction company, with Russ, in Swanage. 

Below is a chronological series of photographs depicting events during the construction of the pit.  

 

 

  

The line before construction The P-Way Gang removing the track in November 2008 

  

  

The spoil was taken away by train and used to 

stabilise the embankment north of Corfe  Castle 

The pit was beginning to take shape early in 

December 



  

The old signal box foundations and the power 

cable for the current signal box were two of the 

problems encountered during the excavation 

 

A small digger was required to excavate the drain 

that would be connected to the existing drainage 

system in the Swanage station area 

  

  

The Goods Shed end of the pit excavation has been reached  

  

  

Some shuttering and and the pit floor reinforcing  was in place before Christmas 


