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This is the first monthly offering of an insight nt
is the intention to cover the Signals & Telegraph, Civil Engineering, Cranes, Telecommsand Permanent Way
departments; though not all departments will be featured every month .

Should any reader wish to join any department at the railway then follow the links to the different volunteer

pages. Most volunteers have very little or no railway skills or experience when they join but learning these
skills is very much part of the enjoyment of working on a heritage railway in one of the most picturesque

areas of England.

Right is Peter Gordon, a member of the
Tuesday Civils Gang, the Wednesday S&T
Gang and the Friday Crane Gang cutting a
chocol ate cake to cel
ageo, 65 years young

Just one of the Swana
volunteers choosing to keep fit and enjoy
themselves

Much of the S& T work in the
coming two years will be devoted to
the commissioning of the new Corfe
Castle signal box. One of the major
tasks is building a new lever frame.
On the right are two pictures
showing one of the levers recovered
from the Branksome and
Brockenhurst A box before and after
stripping to all the component parts.
Each part has to be derusted and
painted; there will 32 levers in the
new frame.




The six pictures below show some of the more manual tasksthat S&T Wednesday Gang have been
doing recently. The trunking for the new electrical cables had to be buried at least 18 inches deep.
The gang had to overcome obsticles such as large tree rootes and solid clay.

Five new cabinets have been installedin the Thank goodness for mechanical diggers!
Corfe Castle area. The area to be managed by
the new signal box is larger than that controlled
by the current box, hence the new cabinets.

The telegraph pole was leaning over before the gang Attimes the trunking hasa | i f e of
dug the trench! However, Telecomms have now set it
upright.




