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HEAVY NORTH OF ENGLAND WARTIME FREIGHT STEAM LOCOMOTIVE MAKES DOUBLE HISTORY ON THE SWANAGE RAILWAY
History has been made with a heavy North of England wartime freight steam locomotive being the first of its class to ever run between Wareham, Corfe Castle and Swanage.

One of the last locomotives to be withdrawn from traffic by British Rail during the summer of 1968 – when steam trains came to an end in Britain – ex-London Midland and Scottish Railway Stanier 8F class No. 48151 'Gauge O'Guild' made the historic run late yesterday, Wednesday 29 June 2011.
A second piece of history will be made today, Thursday, 30 June 2011, when No. 48151 – built at Crewe during 1942 – becomes the first ever steam locomotive of its class to haul a passenger train between Swanage, Corfe Castle and Wareham.

The special 'Cathedrals Express' ten-coach charter train run by Guildford-based Steam Dreams will be departing the Purbeck seaside resort at 4pm bound for London.
In popular music culture, fellow 8F class steam locomotive No. 8431 was featured in Pink Floyd's The Wall album – during the song Vera and Bring the Boys Back Home – while 8F No. 48600 was used in the 1953 film Time Bomb – also called Terror on a Train – starring Glenn Ford.

Swanage Railway commercial manager Martin Payne explained: "This is a real thrill for everyone on the Swanage Railway because it is so historic and a real first. No. 48151 is a lovely steam locomotive and a real workhorse.

"Stanier 8F class steam locomotives never ran between Wareham, Corfe Castle and Swanage during the Southern Railway and British Railways eras because they were too heavy for under-bridges along the branch line.

"But, when the Swanage Railway was rebuilt, under-bridges were rebuilt and strengthened so they could take even the heaviest steam locomotives that had been barred from the branch line during the days of steam," explained Mr Payne.
Today's 'Cathedrals Express' charter train from London to Swanage is due to arrive at Swanage at 2.20pm with unrebuilt Southern Railway Battle of Britain class Bulleid Pacific steam locomotive No. 34067 'Tangmere' on the front of the long passenger train.
Martin Payne explained: "After No. 48151's evening arrival at Swanage, the 8F was coaled and watered ahead of her departure for the main line and the Cathedrals Express charter train to London.

"Swanage is becoming an increasingly popular destination for charter trains from the national railway network and the Cathedrals Express will be bringing more than 500 passengers from London to Swanage," he added.

The London Midland and Scottish Railway's 8F class 2-8-0 wheel arrangement steam locomotive is a class of steam locomotive designed for hauling heavy freight trains.

More than 800 were built between 1935 and 1946 as a freight version of William Stanier's successful 'Black Five' class design and the 8Fs saw railway service overseas in Italy and the Middle East during the Second World War.
With the outbreak of the Second World War in September 1939, the powerful and efficient design was chosen to become the country's standard design for steam locomotives hauling freight trains.
Most of the 8F class steam locomotives in British Railways service were withdrawn for scrap between 1964 and 1968 with 150 of them surviving into 1968 and the last year of steam on British Rail. Some of the 8Fs in Turkey continued in service until the 1980s.
Swanage Railway train service and special event details are available by going online and visiting www.swanagerailway.co.uk or by calling the Swanage Railway on 01929 425800.
NOTES TO EDITORS:
· Martin Payne, Swanage Railway commercial and marketing manager, is available for media interview on 01929 475215 or mobile 07918 714930.
· Attached are photographs of No. 48151 running between Wareham and Swanage 'light engine' with its two support coaches – and being stabled at Swanage – on Wednesday, 29 June 2011. The pictures should be credited to Andrew P.M. Wright.
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