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SWANAGE RAILWAY MILESTONES TIMELINE – 1885 to 2009

1885: Wednesday, 20 May – first passenger train runs from Wareham to Swanage.
1965: October – freight trains cease running to Corfe Castle and Swanage.

1966: September – steam hauled trains between Wareham and Swanage are replaced by diesel units.

1967: June – final steam train runs from London to Swanage.

1967: October – first British Rail proposal to close the branch line.
1968: August – Government rail watchdog opposes British Rail’s proposal to close the line.

1969: Public and railway enthusiasts form the Isle of Purbeck Preservation Group formed to fight closure proposals.

1969: October – British Rail again attempts and fails to close the line.

1969: Last regular timetabled ‘through’ train runs from London to Swanage.

1970: September – British Rail fails to close the line because local councils object.

1972: January 1– final passenger train runs from Wareham to Swanage.

1972: Monday January 3 – British Rail closes the line between Furzebrook, Corfe Castle and Swanage.

1972: July – British Rail begins tracklifting at Corfe Castle.

1972: September – seven miles of track from Swanage to Furzebrook is lifted in just seven weeks.
1974: March – British Rail sells the trackbed to Dorset County Council and Swanage Town Council.
1975: July – 83 per cent of Swanage residents vote for the railway to be rebuilt in a town council referendum.
1976: February – Volunteers gain access to Swanage station.

1977: First substantial track laying allowed.

1979: First diesel passenger trains runs a few hundred yards from under Northbrook Road bridge at Swanage station to past the engine shed.

1980: First steam passenger trains run from the station building at Swanage to the engine shed.

1981: Track reaches the Victoria Avenue road bridge on the edge of Swanage.

1983: Track reaches the one-mile point at Herston.

1984: First passenger trains to Herston after a new halt is built.

1987: Track reaches the three-mile point at Harman’s Cross.

1989: First passenger trains run to Harman’s Cross.

1991: Track reaches Corfe Castle.

1992: Track reaches Norden where a ‘park and ride’ station is built.

1995: August – First passenger trains run to Corfe Castle and Norden.

2002: September – Virgin Voyager runs from Wareham to Swanage to be named ‘Dorset Voyager’.

2005: Final gas train runs on the Furzebrook to Worgret Junction stub of the Swanage branch.

2007: July – First steam locomotive runs from Wareham to Swanage in 40 years.

2009: April – First passenger train runs from London to Swanage since New Year’s Day, Saturday 1 January 1972.

2009: May – First steam-hauled passenger train runs from London to Swanage since Sunday, 18 June 1967.

APMW March 2009












SWANAGE RAILWAY COMPANY LTD Station House, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 1HB.
Tel: 01929 425800      Fax: 01929 426680   

E-mail: info@swanage-railway.co.uk

Registered in England and Wales No. 1412568


