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DORSET BREWERY WINS SWANAGE RAILWAY TOP BEER AWARD
A Jurassic Coast brewery from Weymouth has won a coveted award from the Swanage Railway – after visitors to the relaid Purbeck Line’s popular Beer Festival and Diesel Gala praised it for brewing the best beer at the annual event.

More than 2,200 passengers rode the trains hauled by ex-British Rail main line diesel locomotives at the three-day event in early May this year which saw 3,500 pints of beer sold at a large marquee next to Harman’s Cross station, between Corfe Castle and Swanage.

Visitors to the Swanage Railway’s Beer Festival and Diesel Gala voted Portland Porter – produced by the Dorset Brewing Company based at Brewers Quay in Weymouth’s Hope Square – as the best beer at the fund-raising event.
The Dorset Brewing Company had several beers at the Festival, including the new Portland Porter, and there were also 55 real ales on sale, along with ciders. 
For the first time, visitors to the fund-raising event – with proceeds going to the extension and development of the volunteer-run Swanage Railway – were asked to vote for their favourite beer of the festival with a trophy awarded to the most popular beer. 

Dorset Brewing Company managing director Giles Smeath said: “This is a new beer not yet in full production but this resounding vote of confidence from Swanage Railway Beer Festival visitors is very encouraging and a huge boost to the brewery.”
Swanage Railway commercial manager Martin Payne said: “This is the fourth year that the Swanage Railway has staged its popular beer festival and diesel gala and I am told that it was the best yet.

“We are striving to develop the Festival to be one that every serious beer drinker wants to visit and may be the less serious too.

“With so many superb real ales – and a growing number of visitors to the event – the Swanage Railway Beer Festival and Diesel Gala is also a great place for breweries to showcase their top drinks.”
Featuring a large number of superb real ales, the next Swanage Railway Beer Festival and Diesel Gala takes place between Friday 7 and Sunday 9 May, 2010.
More details about Swanage Railway services and special events are available from www.swanagerailway.co.uk or by calling 01929 425800.
NOTES TO EDITORS:
· Enclosed is a picture of Martin Payne of the Swanage Railway (left) presenting the Top Beer award to Giles Smith, managing director of the Dorset Brewing Company.
· Cheers! Pictured during the Swanage Railway Beer Festival are volunteer pint pullers (from left) Ian Coane from Swanage, John Trott from Poole and David Castle from Harman’s Cross.

· Martin Payne, Swanage Railway commercial and marketing manager, is available for media interview on 01929 475215 or mobile 07918 714930.
· Martin Payne can also be contacted via Swanage Railway general manager Mick Dean on 01929 475213 who is also available for media interview.
· Giles Smeath, managing director of the Dorset Brewing Company, can be contacted on 01305 777515.
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