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SWANAGE RAILWAY VOLUNTEERS CELEBRATE A RECORD RISE IN PASSENGERS & RUN MORE TRAINS BECAUSE OF PUBLIC DEMAND
Dedicated Swanage Railway volunteers are celebrating a record rise in passenger numbers on the award-winning relaid Purbeck Line – and are running more trains because of increased demand from the public.

Between February and May 2009, the number of people travelling between Norden park and ride, Corfe Castle, Harman’s Cross, Herston and Swanage increased by 34 per cent on the same period during 2008 – almost 30,000 people riding the steam trains in April and just over 26,000 people in May.
Last year, the Swanage Railway – which has been rebuilt from nothing since 1976 and is run by volunteers supported by a small team of full-time staff – carried more than 187,000 passengers on steam and diesel trains along the picturesque six-mile route which is in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
Because more people are travelling on the relaid Purbeck Line, five extra diesel railbus trains between Norden park and ride and Swanage are being run on Tuesdays to Thursdays up to, and including, Thursday 9 July 2009.
The start of the Swanage Railway’s peak timetable – when two steam trains run every 40 minutes, passing at Harman’s Cross station, and diesel trains run into the late evening – is also being brought forward to Monday 13 July, 2009; five days earlier than planned.

Swanage Railway chairman Mike Whitwam attributes one of the reasons for the increase in train passengers to extensive local, regional and national media coverage of the historic first diesel and steam trains that ran from London to Swanage in April and May – for the first time since 1972 and 1967.

Mike says that other factors behind the passenger increase are the quality of the Swanage Railway experience, the good weather and more people holidaying at home because of the economic downturn and the less favourable exchange rate between the British Pound and the Euro.
Mike explained: “So far, 2009 has been a year of unprecedented growth for the Swanage Railway and we are set to enjoy our best ever year. All profits 
from our train services are invested into further extending, developing and refining our operations as well as achieving our long-held objectives.
“February to May of this year has been the best ever period since the Swanage Railway ran its first train over a few hundred yards of hand-laid track at Swanage in August, 1979.
“This has been an exceptional start, well beyond what we would have expected at the beginning of the year.

“The substantial rise in passengers has been hard work but our volunteers and small team of full-time staff have responded very well. We continue to be known as a very friendly and welcoming railway,” explained Mr Whitwam.
The Swanage Railway runs six miles between the beach and historic town at Swanage, Herston, Harman’s Cross, the dramatic Medieval ruins at Corfe Castle and the attended car park at Norden so people can park and ride.

Mike Whitwam added: “The Swanage Railway is far more than just a trip behind an historic steam locomotive – it’s the best car and hassle-free way of visiting Swanage, Corfe Castle and the Isle of Purbeck.

“We are always looking for more volunteers to join in our success and have a great time while also helping to run what is a unique heritage railway set in a stunningly beautiful countryside. It has all been rebuilt from nothing since 1976 which is an amazing achievement in itself,” added Mr Whitwam.
More details about Swanage Railway services and special events are available from www.swanagerailway.co.uk or by calling 01929 425800.
NOTES TO EDITORS:
· Enclosed are photographs of volunteer Swanage Railway chairman Mike Whitwam at Corfe Castle and other pictures.
· Martin Payne, Swanage Railway commercial and marketing manager, is available for media interview on 01929 475215 or mobile 07918 714930.
· Martin can also be contacted via Swanage Railway general manager Mick Dean on 01929 475213 who is also available for media interview.
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