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FIRST TRAIN TO RUN FROM LONDON TO SWANAGE – SINCE 1972!

Dorset railway history will be made next week when the first passenger train runs from Wareham to Corfe Castle and Swanage since 1972 – a day that several generations of determined Swanage Railway volunteers have been working towards, against all the odds, for almost 40 years.

The special train called the ‘Purbeck Pioneer’ – and organised by UK Railtours – departs from London on Wednesday 1 April 2009, 37 years on from when the last British Rail passenger train ran between Wareham, Corfe Castle and Swanage on the night of Saturday, 1 January, 1972.

And such has been demand for tickets that organisers are running a second train from London to Swanage on the following day, Thursday 2 April 2009.
Swanage Railway Trust chairman Mike Whitwam said: “The first through trains from Wareham to Swanage since January 1972 are the achievement of a long-held dream – and they are certainly no April Fool!

”The Swanage Railway has been rebuilt from nothing since 1976 so these first through trains from London are very important and a huge achievement. It took British Rail seven weeks to lift the seven miles of track from Furzebrook to Corfe Castle and Swanage in the summer of 1972 and it took us some 30 years to relay them,” explained Mr Whitwam.

The special trains will be making Dorset railway history on two counts – being the first passenger trains to run between Wareham, Corfe Castle and Swanage since New Year’s Day, Saturday 1 January 1972.

They will also be the first train to run from London down to Swanage since teatime on 1 January 1972 when the final rail tour to visit the Swanage branch line ran down to the seaside resort on the final operating day of British Rail’s Swanage branch. 

And at 12 carriages in length, next week’s trains will be the longest to run into Corfe Castle and Swanage since the end of steam special trains from London that ran down to Corfe Castle and Swanage during May and June 1967 – just before the end of British Rail steam locomotives in the south of England.

The historic trains on 1 and 2 April 2009 are due to run through Wareham at 12.57pm, Corfe Castle at 1.30pm and Harman’s Cross at 1.40pm before its triumphant arrival in Swanage at 1.50pm.

The first trains from Wareham to Swanage since 1972 will be departing from London’s Victoria Station at 8.45am, running via Sutton, Guildford, Petersfield, Cosham and Fareham.

The historic ‘first’ trains will be running through Southampton at 11.45am, Brockenhurst at 12.10pm, Bournemouth at 12.28pm, Branksome at 12.33pm, Poole at 12.43pm, Hamworthy at 12.50pm and Wareham at 12.59pm.

They will leave the London to Weymouth main line at Worgret Junction and run down the three-mile previously freight train only line to Furzebrook before running on to the Swanage Railway at Norden.

The return workings are due to depart Swanage at 4.10pm, passing Harman’s Cross at 4.20pm, Corfe Castle at 4.30pm and Wareham at 5.01pm.

The motive power for the historic trains is set to be a mighty DB Schenker Class 66 diesel locomotive and the 12 carriages are likely to be made up of Mark One stock dating from the British Railways steam days of the 1950s.

Mike Whitwam said: "The running of the first passenger trains from Wareham down to Corfe Castle and Swanage is the achievement of a long-held and treasured dream by everyone involved with the Swanage Railway over more than 30 years. It has been a very long and very tiring road.

"I’m sure that the atmosphere on the train, as well as the lineside, will be similar to that on Wednesday, 20 May, 1885, when the very first train ran on the newly built Swanage branch line. It will be a very big day indeed and rightly so because it is such an achievement," he explained.

NOTES TO EDITORS:
· Swanage Railway Trust chairman Mike Whitwam is available for media interview on 01929 475212 or via Martin Payne, Swanage Railway commercial and marketing manager on 01929 475215 or mobile 07918 714930.

· In case of difficulty, Mike and Martin can also be contacted via Swanage Railway general manager Mick Dean on 01929 475213.
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